
The following is a communications briefing for the week ending 10-02-20 on behalf of 
Dr. Cash. 
  
Dear Colleagues:  
 
On Monday, Park District Board Member Louis Petrucci and I joined Buffalo Mayor 
Byron Brown and his team at the Buffalo School of Culinary Arts & Hospitality on Huron 
Street to stress the importance of filling out the 2020 U.S. Census.  The amount of 
federal funding the City of Buffalo receives is directly related to the number of people 
who complete the survey.  We applaud Mayor Brown for taking the time to raise public 
awareness about this critically important initiative to increase census participation, and 
therefore funding for our city and its schools. Please encourage everyone you know to 
complete the Census survey today! https://2020census.gov/en.html 
 

 

On Tuesday, our partners in Erie County and Say Yes Buffalo announced that a portion 
of CARES Act funds allocated by the US Congress for the educational support of area 
children will be used to establish “Virtual Learning Support Centers” throughout the City 
of Buffalo from October 5 through December 31, 2020.  Funding is in place to operate 
as many as 52 sites, each with space for at least 20 students. Over 2,500 students in 
grades K-8 are expected to utilize these in-person Virtual Learning Support Centers 
from 7am through 6pm, serving as a lifeline for working parents and students alike. 
Students can participate in their remote instruction, receive nutrition, Wi-Fi connectivity, 
and social-emotional support at the Virtual Learning Support Centers!  

The Buffalo Board of Education and I thank Erie County Executive Mark Poloncarz and 
Deputy Maria Whyte for consistently supporting school districts in Erie County.  During 
this time of remote learning, I am pleased that Say Yes Buffalo, under the leadership of 
Executive Director David Rust, will ensure that our students benefit from these Virtual 
Learning Support Centers while also helping to boost their academic studies. 
 

https://2020census.gov/en.html


 
 

The Office of CLRI is hosting a voluntary anti-racist book study for the book, Stamped 
From the Beginning by Ibram X. Kendi, launching October 22nd at 5pm.  In this deeply 
researched and fast-moving narrative, Ibram X. Kendi chronicles the story of anti-Black 
racist ideas and their staggering power over the course of American history. The author 
uses the life stories of five major American intellectuals to drive this history: Puritan 
minister Cotton Mather, Thomas Jefferson, abolitionist William Lloyd Garrison, W.E.B. 
Du Bois, and legendary activist Angela Davis.  All District stakeholders, including 
administrators, teachers, parents, Board of Education Members and community 
members are encouraged to participate.  Zoom session ID: 940 8772 5305.  Password: 
Stamped. 
 

 
 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/book-party/wp/2016/04/15/the-racism-of-good-intentions/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/book-party/wp/2016/04/15/the-racism-of-good-intentions/


Community Schools will once again welcome the entire community to virtual Saturday 
Academy activities beginning tomorrow, October 3rd!  Keeping the momentum of 
staying connected to our parents, students, and neighborhoods, our 21 Community 
Schools brought in thousands of attendees when we were in-person, and garnered even 
more virtual guests when we went remote.  In addition to our virtual tutorials and 
academic and physical activities, we will use the Saturday Academies for live in-person 
giveaways, IT technical assistance, voter registration, and encouragement of Census 
participation all month long.  As we continue to be mindful of the current COVID-19 
pandemic, we look for new ways to engage the community in the best ways we can.  In 
this way, Community School Saturday Academies are more valuable than ever before! 
 

 
 

Enjoy your weekend and be well! 
 
Dr. Kriner Cash 
Superintendent 
 


